February 1, 2008
Dear Heartland Regional Library Network Member:

It is time again for the annual Heartland Regional Library Network Annual Members’ Council Meeting. I want to urge you to attend this meeting to be held on March 13th at the Visalia Learning Center. Enclosed is the invitation, Library of California membership continuation form and other information. Your institution is a member of Heartland and you are listed as the contact/Council Member. If this is not correct, please make the changes and return the form.

I am delighted to tell you that the Heartland Region is still very active. I also have the task of telling you that again there is no funding from the State Library in Sacramento, nor will there be anytime in the foreseeable future. With our committed Council and Board members, we continue to amaze the Library of California by staying alive and providing useful services, such as the workshops, training and online database access. This is a volunteer organization and we need everyone to stay involved if we want to continue to survive. We are the only regional network still active and I want to keep that status. 
The Board continues to meet quarterly and we are delighted that we can continue to offer InfoPeople Scholarships and the OCLC FirstSearch Database, even without funding from the State Library. Our fall workshop was a huge success and we want to thank all the presenters and those who contributed to its success. Another fall workshop will be planned.

You, by attending the Council Meeting, have the opportunity to ask questions about the Heartland organization and hear our future plans. If you have ideas for workshops or trainings, please bring them with you for discussion.

There are Board Openings for next year and I would love to encourage all of our members to consider serving as a replacement for one of these board members. We meet quarterly in Visalia and plan this meeting as well as the workshops and other activities. If you would like to volunteer to serve on the Board, please get in touch with me. (cperkins@childrenscentralcal.org or 559-353-6170).

The openings are:


1. Council Chair-1 year term, can be from any library type

2. Public Library Representative – 2 year term

3. Special Library Representative – 2 year term

4. 2 library user positions – these are Board members who can be from any library type and are a 1 year term
The outgoing Board Members are:


Council Chair – Susan Abair, Dinuba Unified School District


Special Library – Cindy Perkins, Children’s Hospital Central California


Public Library – Karen Bosch-Cobb, Fresno County Public Library


User Representative – Amy Andres, UCSF Fresno


User Representative – Louise Colbert-Mar, Alliant University

If you are interested in learning more about these positions and the responsibilities, call me at 559-353-6170 or go to our Heartland Home Page at www.heartlandlibraries.org. The time commitment is not major and it is fun to meet with librarians from other types of libraries.

Thank you for your participation and I hope to see you at the Council Meeting in March. As a member of the Network, attendance at the Council meeting by you or a designated proxy is strongly encouraged. If your institution does not wish or is unable to continue membership, please complete and return that form.

Sincerely

Cindy Perkins

Heartland Board President

Children’s Hospital Central California

